
Content:
1.  Compare the two texts:  What do they have in common? Are there obvious differences?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2.  Who is the addressee in both cases? Who is talking to him? What is the addressee accused of  a) in Pink`s song? b) in Udo Lindenberg´s text?   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.  How does the speaker reproach  the addressee? What sentence type is used?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4.  Which Human Rights are postulated by the speaker / violated by the adressee
a) in Udo Lindenberg`s text? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
b) in Pink´s song? --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5.  Between these rather similar songs, there is a time difference of more than 30 years, the singers come from different countries and sing in different languages.  Do some research on the internet: What is the political situation like  a) in 1981 in Europe?     b) in 2006 in the USA? Are there any crises or wars? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Language:
6.  Have a look at the language! There is imagery used in both texts. Explain: What metaphors/images are used and for what purpose?  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7.  Both texts pretend to be a sort of dialogue between a) a little boy and the leader of a nation  b) a concerned citizen and the President of the United States. What effect does that have?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8.  In Pink´s song text, the personal pronouns  " I / you / we "  are used all the time. Who is  "we" and who is "the rest of us"?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9.  Explain the sentences "Are / were you a lonely boy?" and  "Let me tell you about hard work!" 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10.  What are the possible reasons for war that a little boy can imagine in Lindenberg´s text? And what does the speaker obviously think about these reasons?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11.  What about the boy´s conclusion "maybe I´m too young to understand" and  "After all I´m only a child"? Is that true and does he really mean it? --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Solutions:   1.  in common: a private person speaking to the president of a nation, speaker is concerned about war   differences: in Pink´s song war is not the only point of criticism   2.   P:  Addressee is the president of the United States, here: George Bush,  addressed by a citizen concerned  about the situation of the country, president is accused of closing his eyes to the problems of the nation, of  not knowing/caring about the suffering of the common people   UL:  anonymous   President is accused of  being  re spons ible for the war / the killing of people , because he gives the orders to start the war and the  killing though it could be prevented   3.  Both songs use questions ( Why…/can you../ how do you..) and requests (can you explain that to me?).   4. a)  UL:   the right   to live in peace         b)  P:  the right to live in peace, personal freedom (homosexuality), equality and social justice   5.  a) 1981 in Europe  -   last decade of the cold war, US President Ronald Reagan wanted to establish a  "balance of terror", deter the Sovi et Union by  deploying nuclear missiles in Europe   b)  2006  -   in 2003 American   ( and British)  troops sent by President George Bush had invaded Iraq (under  the pretext of destroying hidden weapons of mass destruction), though Saddam Hussein was caught and  con victed, the troops did not manage to establish peace between the various rivalling political  parties   6.   P:     look in the mirror/ look in the eye / head held high / sleep at night /bed out of a cardboard box /…         UL:  soldiers march off /  loading their gu ns /buy gold and diamonds for their elegant wives / …   are used to make to illustrate the meaning, to make it absolutely clear, to emphasize the statements, but  also ( in UL`s text) to express the little boy´s naive concept of war, to make it clear that thi ngs could really  be a s   simple   and  easy to solve  as in the boy´s imagination    7.  the listener can identify with the speaker, can imagine  that  he/she  him/herself  is asking these questions   8.  you  =  the president, I  =  the speaker, we/ the rest of us  =   includes the listeners, the audience, makes  the singer´s concerns and reproaches also the reproaches and concerns of the listeners   9.  are / were you a lonely boy?  -   seems to imply that George Bush has drifted apart from the rest of the  population, does no t know about their problems and concerns, is no longer one of them   Let me tell you about hard work!  -   means that Bush as the son of a millionaire´s family has never known  things like homelessness, unemployment, hunger, having to work hard for a minimum wag e, does not  know what  the  worries   of    the vast majority of his citizens/voters   are   10.  reasons are   intolerance and nationalism,    profit, making money, religious reasons,  the speaker / the  little boy considers them as "stupid" and obviously ca n not accept  any of these as a justific ation to kill   11.  It is suggested that  no one   can understand why wars are started and can accept any reason to start  war, the problem is not that the speaker  is too young to understand, the implication is that the decision to  st art a war and cause so much suffering  can not   be justified or understood.    
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Solutions:

1.  in common: a private person speaking to the president of a nation, speaker is concerned about war differences: in Pink´s song war is not the only point of criticism

2.  P: Addressee is the president of the United States, here: George Bush, addressed by a citizen concerned about the situation of the country, president is accused of closing his eyes to the problems of the nation, of not knowing/caring about the suffering of the common people  UL: anonymous President is accused of being responsible for the war / the killing of people, because he gives the orders to start the war and the killing though it could be prevented

3.  Both songs use questions ( Why…/can you../ how do you..) and requests (can you explain that to me?).

4. a) UL: the right to live in peace

     b) P: the right to live in peace, personal freedom (homosexuality), equality and social justice

5.  a) 1981 in Europe - last decade of the cold war, US President Ronald Reagan wanted to establish a "balance of terror", deter the Soviet Union by deploying nuclear missiles in Europe

b)  2006 - in 2003 American (and British)  troops sent by President George Bush had invaded Iraq (under the pretext of destroying hidden weapons of mass destruction), though Saddam Hussein was caught and convicted, the troops did not manage to establish peace between the various rivalling political parties

6.  P:  look in the mirror/ look in the eye / head held high / sleep at night /bed out of a cardboard box /…

     UL: soldiers march off / loading their guns /buy gold and diamonds for their elegant wives / …

are used to make to illustrate the meaning, to make it absolutely clear, to emphasize the statements, but also ( in UL`s text) to express the little boy´s naive concept of war, to make it clear that things could really be as simple and easy to solve as in the boy´s imagination 

7.  the listener can identify with the speaker, can imagine that he/she him/herself is asking these questions

8.  you  =  the president, I  =  the speaker, we/ the rest of us  =  includes the listeners, the audience, makes the singer´s concerns and reproaches also the reproaches and concerns of the listeners

9.  are / were you a lonely boy? - seems to imply that George Bush has drifted apart from the rest of the population, does not know about their problems and concerns, is no longer one of them

Let me tell you about hard work! - means that Bush as the son of a millionaire´s family has never known things like homelessness, unemployment, hunger, having to work hard for a minimum wage, does not know what the worries of  the vast majority of his citizens/voters are

10.  reasons are intolerance and nationalism,  profit, making money, religious reasons, the speaker / the little boy considers them as "stupid" and obviously can not accept any of these as a justification to kill

11.  It is suggested that no one can understand why wars are started and can accept any reason to start war, the problem is not that the speaker  is too young to understand, the implication is that the decision to start a war and cause so much suffering can not be justified or understood.
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                 De ar Mr. President,           Come take a walk with me.           Let's pretend we're just two people and           You're not better than me.     5    I'd like to ask you some questions if we can speak honestly.             What do you feel when you see all  the homeless on the street?           Who do you pray for at night before you go to sleep?           What do you feel when you look in the mirror?           Are you proud?       10  How do you sleep while the rest of us cry?           How do you dream when a mother has no  chance to say goodbye?           How do you walk with your head held high?           Can you even look me in the eye           And tell me why?       15  Dear Mr. President,           Were you a lonely boy?           Are you a lonely boy?           Are you a lonely boy?           How can  you say           No child is left behind?     20  We're not dumb and we're not blind.           They're all sitting in your cells           While you pave the road to hell.             What kind of father would take his own daughter's rights away?           And what kind of fathe r might hate his own daughter if she were gay?     25  I can only imagine what the first lady has to say           You've come a long way from whiskey and cocaine.               How do you sleep while the rest of us cry?           How do you dream when a mother has no  chance to say goodbye?           How do you walk with your head held high?     30  Can you even look me in the eye?             Let me tell you 'bout hard work           Minimum wage with a baby on the way           Let me tell you 'bout hard work           Rebuilding your house a fter the bombs took them away     35  Let me tell you 'bout hard work           Building a bed out of a cardboard box           Let me tell you 'bout hard work           Hard work           Hard work     40  You don't know nothing 'bout hard work           Hard work           Hard work           Oh             How do you sleep at night?     45  How do you walk with your head held high?           Dear Mr. President,           You'd never take a walk with me.           Would you?    


Microsoft_Office_Word-Dokument2.docx
[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTtq-JrP9ca35vSofyWGA4kclqIBvzO2aF5Rhho_cGLiw2bLLpbww][image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQJuTtpDCiv5FYWuFayQTdpCtRuRP6sT_pvP0zmGXULgLnq_5nxRA]

[image: http://www.alphamom.com/legacy/holiday/DearMr.PresidentProjectZachary.JPG]

[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTu5M8c22QzGqs3sW6kJFTSTJcRRTovbAPXyOSY6T2az0sfwfR7vA][image: C:\Users\Steinkeller\Pictures\President_0504_480x360.jpg][image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSyh39KFPRRXRMD1fmUBi-pBTcq2ViAlwF4r_my9xLM-UNt_JYA]



  

   Dear Mr. President, 
     Come take a walk with me. 
     Let's pretend we're just two people and 
     You're not better than me. 
5   I'd like to ask you some questions if we can speak honestly. 

     What do you feel when you see all the homeless on the street? 
     Who do you pray for at night before you go to sleep? 
     What do you feel when you look in the mirror? 
     Are you proud? 

10 How do you sleep while the rest of us cry? 
     How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye? 
     How do you walk with your head held high? 
     Can you even look me in the eye 
     And tell me why? 

15 Dear Mr. President, 
     Were you a lonely boy? 
     Are you a lonely boy? 
     Are you a lonely boy? 
     How can you say 
     No child is left behind? 
20 We're not dumb and we're not blind. 
     They're all sitting in your cells 
     While you pave the road to hell. 

     What kind of father would take his own daughter's rights away? 
     And what kind of father might hate his own daughter if she were gay? 
25 I can only imagine what the first lady has to say 
     You've come a long way from whiskey and cocaine. 
 
     How do you sleep while the rest of us cry? 
     How do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye? 
     How do you walk with your head held high? 
30 Can you even look me in the eye? 

     Let me tell you 'bout hard work 
     Minimum wage with a baby on the way 
     Let me tell you 'bout hard work 
     Rebuilding your house after the bombs took them away 
35 Let me tell you 'bout hard work 
     Building a bed out of a cardboard box 
     Let me tell you 'bout hard work 
     Hard work 
     Hard work 
40 You don't know nothing 'bout hard work 
     Hard work 
     Hard work 
     Oh 

     How do you sleep at night? 
45 How do you walk with your head held high? 
     Dear Mr. President, 
     You'd never take a walk with me. 
     Would you?
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          Wozu sind Kriege da?   Keiner will sterben, das ist doch klar   wozu sind denn dann Kriege da?   Herr Präsident, du bist doch einer von diesen Herren   du musst das doch wissen   kannst du mir das mal erklären?   Keine Mutter will ihre Kinder verlieren   und  keine Frau ihren Mann.   also warum müssen Soldaten losmarschieren   Um Menschen zu ermorden  -   mach mir das mal klar   wozu sind Kriege da?     Herr Präsident, ich bin jetzt zehn Jahre alt   und ich fürchte mich in diesem Atomraketenwald.   sag mir die Wahrheit, sag mi r das jetzt   wofür wird mein Leben aufs Spiel gesetzt?   Und das Leben all der andern  -   sag mir mal warum   sie laden die Gewehre und bringen sich gegenseitig um   sie steh`n sich gegenüber und könnten Freunde sein   doch bevor sie sich kennenlernen, schießen sie s ich tot   Ich find das so bekloppt, warum muss das so sein?     Habt ihr alle Milliarden Menschen überall auf der Welt   gefragt, ob sie das so wollen   oder geht's da auch um Geld?   Viel Geld für die wenigen Bonzen,   die Panzer und Raketen bauen   und dann Gold und Br illanten kaufen   für ihre eleganten Frauen   oder geht's da nebenbei auch um so religiösen Mist   dass man sich nicht einig wird   welcher Gott nun der wahre ist?     Oder was gibt's da noch für Gründe   die ich genauso bescheuert find'   na ja, vielleicht kann ich's no ch nicht verstehen   wozu Kriege nötig sind   ich bin wohl noch z u klein   ich bin ja noch ein Kind.       What `s the sense of war?   Nobody wants to die, that´s for sure,                             so  tell me what is the sense of war?                               Mr  President, you´re one of these men,                                  you must know the reason,                                           can  you explain it to me?                                                        No  mother wants to lose her sons                                                and no wife her husband,                                                           so why must soldiers march off to murder people?                                                                       Go ahead and e xplain that to me!                                   What is the sense of war?   Mr President, I´m only ten years old,                                             and I´m feeling scared by all these missiles.                              Tell me the truth, tell   me now:                                                            why are you risking my life                                                                and the lives of so many others?                                             Why do they  load  their   guns   to kill?                                               They are facing each other and could be friends,                          but before they really   get to know   the other one ,                                                                                they start shooting.                                                                   That´s complete bullshit to me,                                    why  must that be?   Have you asked the people                                                 all  around t he world                                                                    if   this is what    they really want?                                                                                                                           O r is this once more about mone y?                                        A lot of money for a few bigwigs                                            selling tanks and missiles                                                           so that they can buy gold and diamonds                               for their elegant wives?                                                                      Or  are we dealing with    some religious nonsense,                             with people who can´t agree                                                     which god   to believe in?   Maybe there are more reasons                                                that I consider equally stupid,                                              Maybe I´m too young to understand                                                if there is a s ense in war.                                                                         Yes,  I suppose I`m too young.                                                          After all I´m only a child.  
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Wozu sind Kriege da?

Keiner will sterben, das ist doch klar
wozu sind denn dann Kriege da?
Herr Präsident, du bist doch einer von diesen Herren
du musst das doch wissen
kannst du mir das mal erklären?
Keine Mutter will ihre Kinder verlieren
und keine Frau ihren Mann.
also warum müssen Soldaten losmarschieren
Um Menschen zu ermorden - mach mir das mal klar
wozu sind Kriege da?

Herr Präsident, ich bin jetzt zehn Jahre alt
und ich fürchte mich in diesem Atomraketenwald.
sag mir die Wahrheit, sag mir das jetzt
wofür wird mein Leben aufs Spiel gesetzt?
Und das Leben all der andern - sag mir mal warum
sie laden die Gewehre und bringen sich gegenseitig um
sie steh`n sich gegenüber und könnten Freunde sein
doch bevor sie sich kennenlernen, schießen sie sich tot
Ich find das so bekloppt, warum muss das so sein?


Habt ihr alle Milliarden Menschen überall auf der Welt
gefragt, ob sie das so wollen
oder geht's da auch um Geld?
Viel Geld für die wenigen Bonzen,
die Panzer und Raketen bauen
und dann Gold und Brillanten kaufen
für ihre eleganten Frauen
oder geht's da nebenbei auch um so religiösen Mist
dass man sich nicht einig wird
welcher Gott nun der wahre ist?

Oder was gibt's da noch für Gründe
die ich genauso bescheuert find'
na ja, vielleicht kann ich's noch nicht verstehen
wozu Kriege nötig sind
ich bin wohl noch zu klein
ich bin ja noch ein Kind.





What `s the sense of war?

Nobody wants to die, that´s for sure,                             so tell me what is the sense of war?                              Mr President, you´re one of these men,                                 you must know the reason,                                           can you explain it to me?                                                        No mother wants to lose her sons                                              and no wife her husband,                                                          so why must soldiers march off to murder people?                                                                      Go ahead and explain that to me!                                  What is the sense of war?

Mr President, I´m only ten years old,                                            and I´m feeling scared by all these missiles.                             Tell me the truth, tell me now:                                                           why are you risking my life                                                               and the lives of so many others?                                            Why do they load their guns to kill?                                             They are facing each other and could be friends,                         but before they really get to know the other one,                                                                              they start shooting.                                                                  That´s complete bullshit to me,                                    why must that be?

Have you asked the people                                              all around the world                                                                 if this is what  they really want?                                                                                                                      Or is this once more about money?                                     A lot of money for a few bigwigs                                         selling tanks and missiles                                                        so that they can buy gold and diamonds                           for their elegant wives?                                                                  Or  are we dealing with  some religious nonsense,                            with people who can´t agree                                                  which god to believe in?

Maybe there are more reasons                                             that I consider equally stupid,                                           Maybe I´m too young to understand                                             if there is a sense in war.                                                                      Yes, I suppose I`m too young.                                                       After all I´m only a child.
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